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Hoshigaki Dried Persimmons Gold Liqueur to be launched at 3SIXTY°, Montecasino! 

 

Hoshigaki dried persimmon fruit is one of the most highly priced dessert fruits in Japan, and has, in a 

world first, been crafted into an exotic liqueur – the limited edition Hoshigaki Gold Liqueur, launched 

exclusively and promoted at Montecasino’s (https://www.tsogosun.com/montecasino) trendy 

3SIXTY° lounge (https://www.tsogosun.com/3sixty). The Hoshigaki dried fruit is priced at around 

$48.00 for 450 grams and is known for its unique texture and its toffee-like taste. Even though the 

Hoshigaki Gold Liqueur represents the flavour profile and aromatics of the dried persimmons fruit, it 

cannot represent the texture of the fruit.  

 

Hanns Zimelka, Technical Manager and Owner of Foodtech International (known in the market as FTI) 

is proud of the fact that his company only uses specially prepared and selected dried persimmons fruit 

grown in South Africa, making Hoshigaki Gold Liqueur a 100% South African product. 

 

With great respect for this Japanese tradition, Zimelka, known to his colleagues and friends as HMZ, 

has skilfully mastered the methodology of transferring the flavour profile of the dried persimmon fruit, 

as closely as possible, into this sensational, completely natural, limited edition Hoshigaki Dried 

Persimmons Gold Liqueur. Due to the small production cycles needed for the treatment and 

preparation of this delicate fruit, experiencing the aromatic flavour and taste of this liqueur, is indeed 

a great privilege. It pairs well as a mixer with gin, whiskey, bubbly, or simply, on a bed of crushed ice 

to be sipped for maximum flavour. 

 

FTI is also a specialist supplier of raw materials and tailor-made products for small- to medium-sized 

businesses, in the food and beverage industry. HMZ is responsible for overseeing the development of 

customised ingredients and products, facilitating the importation and distribution of the products. 

Educated as a Master of Hoteliership, in Germany in 1960, HMZ started his career at Jensen’s Fine 

Foods (part of Reckitt and Coleman). It was during this time that he gained experience in the 

https://www.tsogosun.com/montecasino
https://www.tsogosun.com/3sixty


development of sales and marketing strategies, for clients such as the American Army and Air Force 

in Germany. In 1968 he moved to South Africa and established businesses in confectionary, baking 

and manufacturing, including canned luxury food, delicatessen lines and poultry processing. Once 

established and profitable, the businesses were sold to large South African organisations. 

 

Fresh persimmons are red and orange in colour and taste very exotic. The fruit belongs to the genus 

Diospyros, which in Greek means “the fruit of the gods”. Commenting on the process of drying the 

fruit, Hoshigaki has been quoted as the “Kobe beef of dried fruit”. 

 

3SIXTY° Liquid Lounge, a trendy lounge and restaurant offering some of the best cocktails in 

Johannesburg, prepared with style and precision by a team of trained mixologists, has secured 

exclusivity to launch the Hoshigaki Gold Liqueur on Thursday, 14 November. The upmarket venue has 

also secured the rights to promote the Hosigaki Liqueur on their menu until Thursday, 30 January 

2020.  

 

Mr Jason Victor, Food and Beverage Manager of Montecasino, says “3SIXTY’s involvement extends 

beyond just being the launch venue. Our upmarket restaurant is partnering with FTI to expose 

Montecasino’s visitors to the aromatic flavour and exotic taste of this unique liqueur – delivering yet 

another memorable experience to our guests. We are very excited to be a part of such a historic 

event!”  

 

Visit www.tsogosun.com/montecasino or Facebook.com/Montecasino for more information on 

Montecasino. 
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ABOUT MONTECASINO  

The flagship property of gaming, hotel and leisure giant Tsogo Sun, Montecasino – South Africa’s 
premier entertainment destination – is ideally located in the heart of Fourways in Johannesburg. An 
award-winning ‘world at play’ where local and international pleasure-seekers and business travellers 
will find every possible entertainment and hospitality option, Montecasino boasts a broad range of 
unique and versatile, five-star corporate hospitality, conferencing and events venues and 
facilities, various entertainment options for all ages, a glittering casino, 
numerous retail shopping experiences, three distinctly different luxury Tsogo 
Sun hotels – including the palatial Palazzo, the fun and trendy SunSquare at 
Montecasino and the contemporary Venetian-style Southern Sun Montecasino 

http://www.tsogosun.com/montecasino
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– three theatres, including the award-winning Teatro at Montecasino, an 
outdoor Piazza and entertainment area, a wide variety of stylish restaurants, 
bars and supper clubs, numerous children’s entertainment options and luxury 
office park, all perfectly packaged to offer the very best in sophisticated 
entertainment options that deliver a unique and memorable experience.  

Visitors to Montecasino are immediately captivated by the Tuscan theming and 
lively buzz that is so much a part of the experience across all four corners of this 
all-encompassing leisure precinct – an atmosphere that keeps them returning 
again and again. Add to this the ample parking and convenient location just off 
the main commuter routes – a few hundred metres from the off-ramps of major 
highways from Pretoria, the East Rand, the West Rand, O.R. Tambo International 
Airport and Lanseria International Airport –  it is clear to see why Montecasino 
attracts in excess of 9.3 million visitors annually. 

There are few properties that are as successful in providing hospitality and 
entertainment to the corporate and leisure market as the multi-award-winning 
Montecasino precinct. For more information go to www.montecasino.co.za, join 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/montecasino or follow us on Twitter at 
@MontecasinoZA.  

Another Tsogo Sun Gaming Experience. Montecasino - We’ve got it!  Tsogo Sun 
Gaming supports the National Responsible Gambling Programme. Winners 
know when to stop.  Only persons over the age of 18 are permitted to gamble. 
National Problem Gambling counselling toll-free helpline: 0800 006 008 
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